7 b j uvenile sports 

with waxed thread, though he is not ca- 
pable of giving any reafon for it. To 
fuch I am now fpeaking ; and let me tell 
them, that the reafons for binding the 
handle are thefe : firft, that the bat is not 
fo liable to break ; fecondly, that it keeps 
the hands from flipping in ftriking a blow ; 
and, thirdly, that it is not fo liable to jar 
the hands. 

Never buy a bat ready bound ; for it is 
a common rule among the bat-makers, 
when there is any confiderable flaw in the 
upper part of the bat, to cover the defeft 
with binding, and fell it at an additional 
price : once or twice uflng, however, ge- 
nerally expofes the fallacy, though too 
late to be remedied. I would therefore 
advife every little artift to bind his own 
bat, which he may eafily do, at a veiy 
fmall expence, in the Following manner. 
Get a fufficient quantity of the fine ft 
twine ; fallen one end of it to any thing 
that will hold it tight, and with a ball ot 
fhoemakers wax cover every part ot it 
Then mark on your bat, with a piece or 
chalk, how far you intend to bind it, 
which is thus performed, Lay the end 
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your cord, after having turne^^ £ver y 

round, long- ways on t e * * Q f ro m 

fucceeding turn may ‘ e £ uie . t Be 

the poffibility of ever ‘PP S^ it c l 0 f e 
careful every turn you talc • f -fhed, 
to the former ; fo that, when t be 

not th'e leaft appearance of the ba 7^ 
feen between any part of the w _ 

When you have finifhed, be careful that 
you fatten the end tight, wind Y .. 
further fecured, by driving ° vel 1 -ii 

nail that has a ftrong head Thus wt 
you have a bat better bound than any you 
can buy ready done at the (hops. 1 ha d 
like to have forgotten to remind you, may - 
you always chufe thofe bats, the bottoms ot 
which have a turn outwards, and that you 
cautioufly fuit the length of it to your own. 
ftature. 

I proceed now to fay fomething of the 
wicket, which is qompofed of two flumps 
and a bail. Here let me obferve, that 
many little boys are very inattentive to 
this part; for, I have frequently feen 
the flumps made of little Aim pieces of 
deal, not above fix inches high ; which, 
in the fecond or third bowling, have been 

fli altered 


